


Ohio County Courthouse Quiz 

• I am one of Ohio’s oldest county courthouses. 
I am unique in that I may be the only three-
story courthouse in the U.S. with ground-level 
entrances on each floor? 

•   

MEIGS COUNTY 
COURTHOUSE 



WHERE AM I, AND WHAT DO I REPRESENT ? 

SCIOTO COUNTY COURTHOUSE 

HIGH WATER MARK- FLOOD OF 1937 



I am recognized as having impaneled 
one of the first “all-women jury” . 



Where will I find “The four 
characteristics of good government” ? 

• Justice, Prudence, Strength, and Clemency 

• A.  The Ohio Statehouse 

 

• B.   The Riffe Center 

 

• C.   The Supreme Court of Ohio                             

 

 

 

 



The Supreme Court of Ohio 
Thomas J. Moyer Ohio Judicial Center 



MODERNIZATION 
                    vs. 
                                
 HISTORIC  VALUE 
 
 



SECURITY TECHNOLOGY 
  VS. 
 
 

                 SECURITY STAFF 
 



FUNDING SOURCES ??? 



SHOULD WE TRADE –IN FOR A NEWER 
MODEL ??? 

http://autos.yahoo.com/photos/walmart-s-wave-concept-truck-1393885423-slideshow/


COURTHOUSE VIOLENCE 

UNPREDICTABLE DESPITE SECURITY  

 
SALT LAKE CITY (AP) -- When Utah's new federal courthouse 
opened last week, it came with security improvements that are 
becoming standard around the country: separate entrances and 
elevators for judges, defendants and the public; bullet-resistant 
glass and paneling; and vehicle barricades to keep car bombs at 
bay. 
Even the design of the courtrooms, with plenty of sunlight and 
space, can help calm witnesses or defendants in high-stress cases, 
some judges believe. 
But nothing can prevent every violent courtroom outburst. 

Authorities said that when a 5-foot-11, 230-pound, pen-

wielding defendant rushed a witness during his racketeering 

trial Monday, a more old-fashioned form of security left him 

dead: an armed U.S. marshal.  





CREATING A SAFE COURTHOUSE 

• BACK TO THE BASICS 

 

• ASSESSING AND ADMINISTERING SECURITY 
REQUIREMENTS 

 

• DEVELOPING ADEQUATE EMERGENCY 
PROCEDURES 

 

 

 



REQUIREMENTS 

• OHIO COURT SECURITY STANDARDS 

• Sup. R.9.  APPENDIX C 

• 16  STANDARDS 

• Standards # 1-5 use the words  “ Shall ” 

• Balance the diverse needs of each community 

• http://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/courtSec
urity/appC.pdf 

     

 

 

 





ASSESSING YOUR COURTHOUSE 

• REVIEW, UPDATE, AND REVISE EXISITING 
SECURITY POLICY & PROCEDURES MANUAL 
AND LOCAL RULES 

• CONDUCT A COMPREHENSIVE SECURITY 
ASSESSMENT 

• REVIEW/ADDRESS SECURITY ISSUES IN A 
COOPERATIVE and CONSTRUCTIVE MANNER 

 



ASSESMENT TOOLS 



 

OPTION 
Point Score 

Increase 

(100pts) 

Security 

Increase 

%  

Capital 

Costs 

Operating 

Costs 

Costs per 

% 

Improvement 

Screening/ 

CCTV 

17.0 68.8% $34,000 $137,500 $23,358 

Holding Cells 7.5 30.4% $15,000 $45,000 $17,463 

Policy & 

Procedures 

7.0 28.3% $0 $30,000 $1,235 

Secure 

Parking/ 

Space 

Reallocation 

5.0 20.2% Unknown Unknown Unknown 

                           COURTHOUSE   SECURITY EVALUATION SYSTEM 





Emergency Response Plans 
 

• Rules of Superintendence for the Courts of 
Ohio ( Sup.R.9; Appendix C) 

• Standard 3 (A) Emergency Preparedness 
Manual 

• “ As part of its court security plan, each court 
shall adopt a written emergency preparedness 
manual.  The manual shall include a plan 
providing for the safety of all persons present 
within the court facility 





EMBRACING COURT SECURITY 



The Supreme Court of Ohio 
Office of Court Security 
 

• Terry Lyons, Security Services Manager 

• Phone: 614.387.9905 

• Email: Terry.Lyons@sc.ohio.gov 


